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About the Studio

For students between the ages of 7-10, our journey
typically begins with Piano Safari. Written by
Katherine Fisher and Julie Hague, this method builds a
strong musical foundation that combines rote teaching
where students learn by ear with carefully sequenced
instruction in reading. Add to that an exploration of
technique that includes lions, zebras, tigers, frogs, and
hippopotamuses, and we’re off to a great start!

As students grow, we begin to explore a wide
variety of music. One of the wonderful things
about piano is the vast amount of literature
that we can explore. I have students who enjoy
classical music, jazz, video game music, and
everything in between.

We also learn about music theory and
investigate the ways in which music is
improvised and composed.

Students are also encouraged to share their
music with others. I have students who
play at school, in church, and who
participate in studio recitals and local
events sponsored by the Iowa Music
Teachers Association.



Fall 2021 - Thoughts

As things approach normal, the pandemic is still very much with us and
many unknowns still lie ahead. I expect this year will continue to see a need
for flexibility and safety precautions, so I’m prepared to hold lessons either
in-person at my home studio or online on Zoom, and we can pivot very
quickly from one to the other.

It is my hope to see us participate in in-person events this year, including
recitals in December and April, the Festival and Auditions for the Iowa
Music Teachers Association, and other group events. Important dates are:

Sunday, November 14 - IMTA Festival

Saturday, December 11 - Winter Recital

Sunday, February 6 - IMTA Auditions

Saturday, April 30 - Spring Recital

In addition, I plan on holding monthly performance classes to give students
a chance to reconnect with each other and build confidence on stage.

These dates are all pending venue approval and will be finalized with the
studio calendar in late August.



I am mindful of the fact that screen time is at
an all-time high. Whether our lessons are online
or in-person, my goal is to give students
something to do away from screens during the
week.

Practicing the piano is a wonderful way to keep
our minds, bodies, and ears engaged. People
play for different reasons. Some enjoy tackling a
difficult challenge, others use music to relax.

All I ask is that students sit down at the piano
during the week, rest their eyes, open their ears, and see what happens.

Practicing

Registration
To keep things simple, I plan to handle lesson registration the same way we
have in the past. Visit the online registration page and let me know preferred
lesson times. We’ll begin lessons the last full week of August.

Please note that I am no longer able to schedule students at West Music on
Wednesdays as I have in the past. (I do still teach at West on Wednesdays, but
that program is now administered by the West Music company and has a
separate registration procedure and different lesson policies.)

www.siffordmusic.com/registration



Tuition

About Me

There is an initial registration/materials fee of $35 and a flat monthly fee
assessed from September through May. Tuition for the 2021-2022 school
year is:

30-minute lessons: $124

45-minute lessons: $175

I am aware that many people are facing unprecedented financial insecurity at
this time, and I am happy to work with you to make sure students are able to
continue lessons should problems arise. I promise understanding and
discretion.

I grew up in Springfield, MO. My original plan upon entering college was to
get a degree in chemistry and mathematics with the hope of becoming
involved in civil engineering. While I loved the sciences, I quickly found
myself spending most of my time in the music department, so I changed
degrees and embarked on my teaching and performing career. After
completing graduate school at Louisiana State University and the University
of Michigan, my career in academia began and I became a tenured professor
at Texas Tech University. In 2008, I moved to Iowa City where I’ve had the
pleasure of teaching a wonderful studio of dedicated students. In addition, I
continue to perform with local artists and am a composer/clinician for the
Willis Music Company.


